VFW AUXILIARY
DERPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA
FALL CONFERENCE COUNCIL & GENERAL MEETING
October 12, 2019

The Council of Administration was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by President Liz Davis. Membership cards were
checked, the Chaplain and Conductress attended the Altar and offered the opening prayer, followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.,

Roll call found the following absent: Treasurer Sandee Bellows (Asst. Treasurer iva Carlson}, Jr. Past President
Kim Abboud, and District 13 President Terrie Stokes,

Minutes of the previous Council of Administration were approved as printed and mailed.

Assistant Treasurer lva Carison presented the July 1, 2018 — June 30, 2019 (Appendix A) and July 1, 2019 -
August 30, 2019 (Appendix B) Financial Reports. Both were filed subject to audit.

Budget Chairman Jane Petersen presented the June 2019 Budget Report {(Appendix C.} Past National President
Dixie moved to accept all overages as presented. Second by Chaplain Vicki Luebbe. Motion carried.

2019-20 Budget Chairman Jane Petersen presented the August 2019 budget (Appendix D.) Committee moved
to approve the budget as presented. Motion carried.

President Liz called a recess for a joint meeting with the VFW. The Council meeting resumed at 10:13 a.m.

Jr. Vice President Sharon Thorne presented the May 1, 2019 - June 30, 2019 (Appendix E) audit. The
Committee moved to accept the audit as presented. Motion carried.

Chaplain Vicki Luebbe presented the July 1 - August 30, 2019 (Appendix F) audit. The Committee moved to
accept the audit as presented. Motion carried. :

There being no further business, the Council meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m,
The general meeting opened according to Ritual immediately after the Council adjourned.

Roll call found the following absent: Treasurer Sandee Bellows {Asst. Treasurer lva Carlson), 3:{Pa'sfc President
Kim Abboud, and District 13 President Terrie Stokes; Historian/Media Relations/VFW News Editor Jjudy
Workman; Color Bearer #3 Claudia Dunn (protem Synthia Stanosheck), Flag Bearer Darlene Pojar {protem
Marge Ruder); Audit Committee Chairman Carol Thompson; Veterans and Family Support Assistant Jane
Nelson {protem Dorothy Steckelberg); Grand Island VAVS Representative Pat Geiger, Omaha VAMC and
Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home Representative Paulette Marquez, Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home
Assistant Marcia Jones, Hot Springs VAMC Representative Karen Krotz, Norfolk Veterans Home Representative
Wilma Dopson, and Central Nebraska Veterans Home Representative Judy Workman.

Past Department Presidents in attendance: Jane Petersen, Dixie Hild, Eleanor Pacas, Joyce Witt, lva Carlson,
Karen Linden, Linda Hansen, Donna Fenske, Sue Moore, Carol Brosnihan, and Linda Vogel. ‘

According to the Auxiliary sign in book, there were 21 Auxiliary Presidents/Sr. Vice Presidents/Jr. Vice
Presidents and 16 members present.

" President Liz asked our National Representative, 21% District Council Member, Sandee Bellows to step to the
back of the room. She was escorted to the podium with the Colors and introduced.

Department Chairmen gave their reports. Please read the Ruby Slipper monthly for program updates.
President Davis called for a recess at 11:30 a.m.

The meeting resumed at 1:00 p.m.




Sheila Brown, Volunteer Services Coordinator at the Norfolk Veterans Home was present to accept the
Department’s $150 gift. The Home will place the money in the veteran’s entertainment fund for fun activities.

Haoliday parties are scheduled as follows:

December 7, 2019  1:30 p.m. Eastern Nebraska Veteran Home
December 8, 2019  1:00 p.m. Omaha VAMC

December 13, 2019 10:00 a.m. Lincoln Regional Center
December 14, 2019  2:00 p.m. Grand Island VAMC

February 1, 2020 2:00 p.m. Norfolk Veterans Home

Fehruary 2, 2020 2:00 p.m. Central Nebraska Veterans Home

May 16, 2020 10:30a.m.  Cheyenne VAMC
7:30 p.m. Woestern Nehraska Veterans Home

May 17, 2020 10:30a.m.  Hot Springs VAMC

Penny march of $47.65 will go to the President’s Special Project.
The 50/50 raffie was won by Joyce Munson. She received $180.00.
Veterans and Family Support raffles;

Husker quiit = Sarah Mumma

Painted Barn quilt — Sharon Thorne

Fall basket & afghan — Don Eckstein

Halloween basket — Sarah Mumma

Wire basket & 550 Amazon card — Margie Hobelman

Patriotic cooler — Karen Linden

Patriotic art {eagle and flag painting) — loyce Witt

Sam Adams basket — Don Eckstein

Fall wreath - Karen Linden

¢

21* District Council Member, Sandee Bellows, brought greetings from the National President and a few
housekeeping items from National Headquarters.

With no further business, the meeting closed. The next meeting will be in Lincoln, February, 7;8, 2020, at the
Cornhusker Marriott. :

Lovaily submitted,

Jean Barton Secretary
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THE RUBY SLIPPER

Thomks to Our Veféfans There's No Place Like Home

VEW Auxiliary Departiment of Nebrasha

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

COur National President, Peggy Haake, made her officlal vislt to
Nebraska October 5 and 6. We had some rinor plan changes
due to airline schedules and missing luggage, but it all worked
out and we had a wonderful time. Thank you to the Linceoln,
Seward, and Crete Auxiliaries. I asked for your assistance and
you all did a fabulous jobl Thank you to all who attended,
including the VFW.

Homecoming dinner was held on October 11, Thank Youl to all
who attended and for the beautiful gifts. Things got a litile wild
for Commander loe, hopefully he has recovered| Our National
Commander-in-Chief was also In attendance and he, too, joined
in on the shenanigans. Thanks to his belp, we raised some
money for our special project,

Fall Conference was held on October 12, with a few first-time
attendees there, Our program chairmen ail gave Informative
reports, Our Auxiliaries are working hard on the programs.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Big Ten
Conference meeting in Omaha a success| Our committee (Jane
Petersen, Chairman, Donna Fenske, Sandee Bellows, and Linda
Vogel), Districts, and Auxillaries worked hard and it showed.
There were lots of compliments,

Did you hear about the 50/50 raffle? Paul Arnold, Department
of fowa Sr. Vice Commander, won the pot and donated his
winnings of $654 to Javelean|

Congratulations to our own Carol Thompson. She was elected
to the cffice of Big Ten Conference Auxiliary Sr. Vice President,
Our Department Treasurer Sandee Bellows was elected as the
Big Ten Treasurer. Congratulations ladies. We are all very
proud of you, '

. Be sure to order the new Bylaws and Ritual book. These are
updated every year and it is important that you are using the
most current edition.

Remember our veterans on November 11, becatse Thanks to
Our Veterans, There's No Place Like Home.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Layally,

Liz Davis, Department President

November 2019

MEMBERSHIP

Great job Team Nebraska we are at 81.63% as of the writing of
the articlel 1 know you are working hard so keep It up, you are
the bestlll]

At Fall Conference | went over some of the ways to prove
eligibillty and ways to include members in activities that you can
do together. And also about the National awards available as |
did in my last article.

Here is some great information on Finding the “Hot Button” on
potential new members. Every person has a “need” that has to
be filled and the VFW Auxiliary can fill that need, we just have to
identify what would entice them to join,

Are they interested in volunteering on behalf of veterans?
Tell them about Veterans & Family Support and
Hospital programs.

Are they passionate about advocating for veterans? Tell -
them about the Legislative Program.

Are they looking for affordable Insurance? We offer
discounted policies for life, health, accident, fong-term
care & dental,

How to identify each individual “Hot Button"ﬁ"E '
ASK!] Open-ended questions
LISTEN CAREFULLYE Find out what benefits they need.

FILL THE VOID| Offer the benefit you feel is most
important to them and they will ikely join.

Hope this helps as you are out inviting, and please remember to
report how and what you are doing to Invite new members.

"Thanks to our Veterans, There's No Place Like Home!”

Loyally

SharonJ Thorne




CHIEF OF STAFF AND EXTENSION

District Presidents and their Inspection/visit representatives are
really working hard to get those visits completed. We are almost
there. We will be 100% complete by mid-November.

District Presidents may receive a list of members-at-large in
thelr Districts or surrounding areas, we need to do the right
thing and offer these members an Auxiliary to transfer to. We
owe this to our Brothers and Sisters to helong to an Auxiliary so
they have a voice and can participate if they so choose.

If you need help or have any gquestions please remember the
President, Line Officers and Chief of Staff are always here to
help or do what we can te find an answer or solution. Yeu can
find phone numbers, addresses, or emails in the roster.

Loyally,
Donna Fenske
BIG TEN REPORT

Congratulations NEBRASKA, you accepted the challenge to
supply ltems for the Big Ten Conference meeting in Omaha. We
asked and the Districts, Auxillaries, Line Officers, Past
Depariment Presidents, District Presidents and individuals
stepped up in a huge way.

A big thank you to the followlng: Karen Linden working the
50/50 drawing, Sarah Mumma working the craft table to assist
Linda Vogel and me for the raffle ltems. Thanks also to all the

workers whe, valunteered, your, time.,and talent_to make the.)

event a success,
Linda Vogel & Donna Fenske, Fund-raiser Event coordinators
NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

DEADLINES! POST JUDGING COMPLETE BY NOVEMBER 15,
Please remember to complete the entry form hefore sending it
for district Judging. This deadline Is the same for Voice of
Democracy and Patriot's Pen. Now is the time to plan how you
are going to recognize your entries and your winners in these
contests. | believe there should he some recognition for all of
the students that entered these contests. They put forth the
effort to participate in the programs. It is important that
scholarship and contest winners be recognized at every
level. Ways to recognize winners: preseni a certificate, host an
awards ceremony, present awards at a school assembly, and
contact your local media to feature winners in the news. DON'T
FORGET TO RECOGNIZE THE PARENTS AND TEACHERS! '

E Jane Petersen, National Scholarship Chalrman

Fl

AMERICANISM

Veteran’s Day is this month — & time when we remember the
veterans who have provided the freedoms that we have today.
Plan to particlpate or attend a Veteran’s Day program in your
community. When there is a program, veterans should be
Invitad and recognhized as a group for their service to our
country.

Thanksgiving Is this month - time we give thanks for everything
we have, Thank a veteran and his family in your community,
Offer your services, a gift basket, or a personal “thanks for your
service,”

For your Americanism program, when visiting a school, have a
veteran speak to elementary grade students about his
experience while serving our country. The students, our future
leaders, need to know the freedom we have today Is because of
the sacrifices made by our veterans. A student extending
“thanks" to a veteran can mean so much to them|

Fly the American flag every day or on the followlng speclal days:
Veteran's Day, November 11"
Thanksglving, November 28"

Coptinue promoting Americanism every day. Patriotism s
shown when we fly the American Flag., Thanks to our veterans
there is no place fike home,

Eleanor Pacas
TR e e ETVENT SCHOLARSHIPS

B Ty

We are 4 months Info the year and | am very happy with the
response to my 50/50 raffle tickets--- 37 Auxiliaries and 3
Districts have returned their tickets for a total of $770; However,
I need to ask the District Presidents to go back home and
contact their Auxiliaries and have them doubie check to be sure
they have sent the money to Sandee because she has not
recelved money from that many Auxiliaries.

Reports are a little slow coming In — 6 Auxillaries and 1 District
so far, but It Is still a little early, Also, when reporting, GNLY
report Department Scholarship information to me. | get a lot of
National Scholarship information on my reports.

Next | need everyone to get out and promote our scholarships
by getting applications to as many eligible applicants as you can
- |ast year the number of applications was way too low. We
have 30 scholarships totaling $18,500 and over the entire state
we should have more applicants than scholarships. [f you ever
have any questions please let me know and we will get answers.
Thank you for all you do for our veterans because "Thanks to
Our Veterans There is No Place Like Home." '

Iva Carlson




“8UDDY” POPPY/ VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN

Thank you to the eleven Auxiliaries that have sent In their
reports and are In the race for the “Buddy” Poppy/ VFW
National Home for Children contest. | am including the final
examples that may be used for the contest.

Ways to use the "Buddy” Poppy In our program; SCHOLARSHIPS
— Include a “Buddy” Poppy when posting scholarship
information on a community board. Make a corsage or
boutonniere using a “Buddy” Pappy for the Voice Of Democracy
and Patriot’s Pen winners, VETERANS & FAMILY SUPPORT - Use
“Buddy” Poppies as a decoration or centerpiece for any
fundraisers you have that support this program, Wrap uiensils
in a napkin with a "Buddy” Poppy used as a napkin holder.
YOUTH ACTIVITIES - Include a “Buddy” Poppy at a holiday
parties sponsored by your Post andfor Auxiliary. Examples:
Halloween - staple a “Buddy” Poppy to a treat bag; Christmas -
use on a gift tag or place on a stocking; Valentine's Day - create
a "Buddy” Poppy valentine; Easter - include a “Buddy” Poppy in
a plastic egg.; parades - tape to candy and/or Flags being
handed ocut. Your Auxiliary could even create and sponsor a
youth art contest featuring the poem “In Flanders Flelds.”

Ways to use the VFW National Home for Children In our
programs: SCHOLARSHIPS - Purchase pens or pins for your
contestants to be with their citation. VETERANS & FAMILY
SUPPORT « Make a donation to Health and Happiness and send
those donations to National Headquarters, 406 W. 34™ st., 10"
Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111, Donate to other projects such as
Santa’s Shop. YOUTH.ACTIVITIES. . Sponser, g writing project
with a youth group to send to the National Home. Examples
include holiday cards, letters of encouragement, and art work.

Thank you again for all you do for the “Buddy” Popny/VFW
Nattonal Home for Children Program.

Greatiy appreciated,
Linda Vogel

CHAPLAIN/GOLD STAR
First, | want to say | had so much fun with our National
President Peggy Haake and our Nebraska Department President
Liz Davis on our outing in Nebraska. Thank you for asking Post
#4755 Seward to host the lunch. [t was an honor.

Second | want to thank President Liz and Commander Joe for a
great Homecoming and Fall Conference. The food was good and
the roastings were fun.

Always nice to see so many Auxiliary Brothers and Sisters at
Conference. We always learn new things at our meetings, so
make sure you pass It on to your members.

Remember Veterans Day is November 11. include your Gold Star
Member in the veterans meal pians that you may have that day.

| would like to hear from anyone who belongs lo any of the
three Gold Star groups — Gold Star Wives {Snouses), Gold Star
Mother/Father, or Gold Star Family.

A Brief History of Gold Star Wife/Spouses Day
This tradition began in the early part of the 20t century as Gold

Star Mother's Day, observed on the last Sunday of September,
in 1936. An organization known as Gold Star Wives began
operating hefore the end of the Second World War, and the
Gold Star fape! button tradition was established in the summer
of 1947. All of this set the stage for Gold Star Spouses Day,
which began as Gold Star Wives Day-the first of which occurred
in December 2010. Two years later a Senate resolution codified
Gold Star Wives Day, observed on April 5 each year. Later
guidance changed the recognition to be more inclusive. Today
the event 1s known as Gold Star Spouses Day, though {as
mentioned earlier) mary stil use “Gold Star Wives Day”
Interchangeably with Gold Star Spouses Day. The organization
Gold Star Wives welcomes all Gold Star spouses, for example,
but retains the otlginal name; the organization welcomes
membership applications from “Any surviving spouse of any
person of the United States military who died while a member
of the armed forces of our country, or who died subsequent to
such service as a result of an injury or disability incurred during
such service,”

To read more about this type "Gold Star Wives/Spouses" in the
search bar and you'll find great information on the web.

God's Blessings - Happy Thanksgiving.
Vickl Luebbe
VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT

First, | would like to thank everyone for all the wonderful items
for our Veteran's Tahie,

‘| ‘have only Tecelved reports from~ 10 Auxiliaries so far. I'know

that we do things to support our veterans and thefr families
every day, so that tells me that you just haven’t taken the time
to report It to me. Please take a few moments to jot it down and
send It to me. [t is easier to report what you have done as you
do it than try to remember it all at the end of the year.

As | have reported in the past my National Director has set 3 key
goals: 1. Promote Unmet Needs 2. Promote helping a veteran’s
family 3. Promote National Veterans Service.

This month we will focus on Unmet Needs. This program
provides grants to active duty service members, veterans and
thelr families to assist with baslc life needs. The grants are for
up to 51500, and because they are grants and not loans there is
no repayment and the creditor Is paid direct. A few of the things
that the grants will assist with are: household expenses, vehicle
expenses, utilities, food & clothing, and medical expenses. For a
complete list and the eligibllity requirements go to htip://
viw.org/assistance/financial-grants. The applicant must be made
by the service member, veteran, or eligible dependent. The
application is onfine only. If someone doesn’t have a computer
or isn’t computer savvy offer to meet them at the library or Post
Home to help them. If they can't, then offer 1o go to them with
your laptop.

Please do not hesitate to cali me or any of the line officers with
questions about this or any program.

Linda Hansen




NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

DEADLINES! POST JUDGING COMPLETE BY NOVEMBER 15.
Please remember to complete the entry form before sending it
for district judging, This deadline is the same for Volce of
Democracy and Patriot's Pen. Now is the time to plan how you
are going to recognize your entries and your winners in these
contests. | believe there should be some recognition for all of
the students that entered these contests. They put forth the
effort to participate in the programs. It Is important that
scholarship and contest winners be recognized at every
level. Ways to recognize winners: present a certificate, host an
awards ceremony, present awards at a school assembly, and
contact your local media to feature winners In the news, DON'T
FORGET TO RECOGNIZE THE PARENTS AND TEACHERSI -

E Jane Petersen, National Scholarship Chairman
HISTORIAN/MEDIA RELATIONS/VFW NEWS

The months of September and October brought many news
opportunities for Auxiliaries including President Liz Davis visiting
Pender VFW Auxiliary recognizing June Wilhelm for her 65-year
membership. The article appeared in the local newspaper and
was given to the VFW Department publication.

The President participated in local and District Auxillary annual
visits and was part of a local parade. You do not have to have a
Histortan/Editor to report news in your Auxlliary. The report can
be submitied (mail or email} by any member just be sure to
Include the facts {who, what, where, and when} as well as a
contact name and number. The Veterar’s Day holiday Is always
a great time o share what you are doing be sure to email me
what your Past/Auxillary did as soon as It happens!

if you attended any events - nursing home visits; local VFW
Buddy Poppy or school events; National Auxiliary President’s
visit; Department Homecoming and Convention; or Blg Ten
Conference be sure to send articles and pictures you can share,
Remember to share your Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen,
coloring and essay contest winners and recognition activities.

The VFW Department & Auxillary members will have this year's
bingo on Sunday, February 2, 2020, at the Central Nebraska
Veterans Home in Kearney., The annouhcement at the District
13 meeting was an error,

The Auxiliarles have heen sending In reports to meet the criteria
reporting. THANK YOU! Remember if your Auxiliary does not
have an Historian / Media Relations / VFW News Editor, fill out a
report now stating that and send to Department Historian
Chalrman Judy Workman, P.O. Box 814, Kearney, NE 68848 or
emall to opusworkman@vahoo.com. Your Auxiliary will have
met the need for reporting for 2019-20 by doing so. -

Thanking Our Veterans, There’'s No Place Like Home to report
onl

Loyally, Judy Workman

HOSPITAL

Remember the standup program and volunteer and help out.
November is a month of Veterans Day and Thanksgiving, please
do something special for our veterans. Remember to give thanks
for ail they did to keep us safe,

Joyce Witt

A note or two from Your Department President

| think fall has really arrived. The green grass was white with
frost thls morning, Before we know it (I've heard rumor of next
week} the snow will be herel Hope you have all your
membership collected and sent to our Department Treasurer
Sandee, We don’t want to go out in the snow and bitter cold,

Wish more of you could have attended our Fall Conference in
Norfolk. | remember the days we filled a room and that sure
isn’t what is happening now. You missed a great meeting with
Chairmen giving us wonderful ideas to help get our programs
out in the community to secure more tnvolvement fn supporting
our veterans and thelr famllles. That is what we are all about,
right?

{ hope many of you can make plans to attend Mid-Winter
Conference in February. We will be honoring all the District
Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen winners, These vouth are

the future leaders of this great country and we need te support

them in their efforts to lead.

By the time you are reading the Ruby Slipper it will be time to
make sure your Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen entries
are where they need to be for judging. Be sure to go over the
rules one last ime to ensure they won't be disgualified for
something that could have been an easy fix. =

Not only in November, but all year long, I'm thankful for all of
you and the work you do to show our veterans, active military,
and thelr families how much we appreciate all they have done
and continue to do to keep America the Land of the Free.
Thanks to our Veterans There Is No Place Like Home,

Have a wonderfulﬁ:a

Roster Correction
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Ord Auxlitary No., 7025 Ord meets on the 3r4d Monday of each
month.

giving and safe travels.

There 1s always
5qmet;ﬁ£ng- fb'c which to be
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